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A happy and healthy New Year to all (better late than never). 

New members: Martin G, Gwent,   and John M, Tyne and Wear.  Sadly, we have lost Leanora B. Her husband let me know, but in fact she died in 2009. Thankfully, although it will still hurt, perhaps his feelings are not quite so raw.

I attended a conference in Paris in December held by Eurordis (Europe) and NORD (National Organization for Rare Diseases USA). The topic was the creation of a new website to highlight rare diseases, including SMS. For those of you who receive GADabout by post, see attached document about this new initiative; the document is linked here.

Have a look and get a flavour of what they want to achieve for SMS and other rare conditions, and take a look at some of the examples. If we are to have a chance of getting SMS on their site, then anyone in our group could get involved. They would be interested in any aspect of SMS. You would be able to ask questions and (hopefully) have them answered. If you are able to contribute it is a fantastic tool to raise awareness and, at the same time, perhaps help you as an individual. Please let me know if you are interested; I can then move forward with it. Just call or email me.

Our committee needs some new blood. Would any of you be interested in joining? We meet at my house twice a year, usually April and October. The next meeting is April 9th. If you are interested, please get in touch with me for details. 

For those of you who have a computer, but receive the GADabout by post, would you be happy for me to send it by e-mail? It would save on time, ink, paper and stamps. Please let me know.

The forum on the website is still getting used more by foreigners than group members. At some point in the future I would like to have a Facebook link on the site. It seems to be the favourite way of communicating these days.

And finally, “Picture this”: 

One of our ladies, who prefers not to be named, was speeding down the motorway. She pulled over when she was flashed by a police car. When questioned, she told the bobby she was in a hurry and as the road was relatively quiet, she believed it was safe to do so. After a good talking to she was lucky and let off with a warning. So, why oh why didn’t she leave it at that? Lecture over, instead of getting in the car and driving away, she told the officer of the law: “Thanks - that’s what happened the last time”. She’s not been heard from since…

Good health and best wishes.

Liz 
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